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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-06 SCSE-00 SCA-01 DODE-OO /018 W 

126016 

R 251756Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4803 

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 5899 

FOR ARA/LA/CEN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OGEN (CIVIL AIR DISASTER) 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN CITIZEN (KOESTER, FELICIA NEE HERTZ) 

REF: GUATEMALA 5757 

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM COMUSMILGP GUATEMALA, SCGUAF, 
NO. 180055Z OCT 74, TO COMUSAFSO ALBROOK AFB CZ/DOS 
AND INFO COMUSAFSO ALBROOK AFB CZ/CS, IS REPEATED FYI: 

"SUBJ: REQUEST FOR USAF SAR ASSISTANCE. 1. THE FOL 
REQUEST FOR SAR ASSISTANCE HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF MISSION (ACTING AMBASSADOR), U.S. 

EMBASSY, GUATEMALA. THIS ASSISTANCE VERBALLY DISCUSSED 
BETWEEN COL. WALLER, AND MAJ. HAYMAN USAFSO/RCC 
EARLIER THIS DATE BUT NO OFFICIAL REQ MADE AT THAT 
TIME. 2. ON SATURDAY, 12 OCT 74. A CESSNA 182 DEPARTED 
GUATEMALA CITY FOR A FARM IN THE NORTHERN PART 
OF THE COUNTRY. ON BOARD WAS A U.S. CITIZEN, 

FELICIA KOESTER. THE ACFT WAS UNABLE TO LAND AT 
DESTINATION, COORDINATES (PARA 5), BECAUSE OF BAD 
WEATHER, AND WAS NEVER HEARD FROM OR SEEN THEREAFTER. 

A. ACFT IDENT: CESSNA 182. B. REGISTRATION NBR: 

TG JIB. C. COUNTRY OF REGISTRY: GUATEMALA. D. COLOR: 

ORANGE AND BROWN TRIM ON WHITE. E. PEOPLE ON BOARD: 

THREE; ONE A U.S. FEMALE CIVILIAN. F. LAST KNOWN 
POSITION: SAN JERONIMO 15 DEGREES 5 MIN NORTH AND 90 
DEGREES 17 MIN WEST; AT 1830Z. G. FLIGHT PLAN WAS 
GUATEMALA CITY TO TRECE AGUAS, VIA RABIN AL RBN. 3. LOCAL 
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SEARCH EFFORTS HAVE CONSISTED OF 13 AEREO CLUB ACFT. 
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PLUS GUATEMALAN UH-1H HELICOPTERS WHICH HAVE FLOWN A 
TOTAL OF APPROX 600 HRS. THESE LOCAL VISUAL SEARCH 
RESOURCES CAN BE FURTHER UTILIZED IF NECESSARY. 4. 

LOCAL SAR RESOURCES HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL WITH THEIR 
LIMITED CAPABILITIES, AND POSSIBILITY STILL EXISTS THAT 
CREW AND PAX MAY BE ALIVE. 5. 1 DO NOT RECOMMEND THAT 
VISUAL OR PHOTO RECCY RESOURCES BE USED DUE TO THE NATURE 
OF THE TERRAIN. THE AREA OF MOST PROBABLE LOCATION OF 
THE CRASH IS LARGE BUT HAS BEEN VISUALLY SEARCHED BY 
THE LOCAL SAR ACFT. MUCH OF THIS AREA IS EXTREMELY 
MOUNTAINOUS AND COVERED WITH DENSE RAIN FOREST. I 
FEEL THAT THE ONLY POSSIBLE MEANS OF DETECTION 
WOULD BE THROUGH THE USE OF INFRA-RED EQUIPPED ACFT. 

I DO NOT KNOW IF EVEN THIS TYPE OF ASSISTANCE WOULD 
BE FEASIBLE DUE TO THE LENGTH OF TIME SINCE THE 
ACCIDENT AND THE LARGE SEARCH AREA. THE SEARCH 
AREA CONSISTS OF A CIRCLE WITH A 40 NM RADIUS FROM 
THE AFLD OF TRECE AGUAS (COORDINATES 15 DEGREES 20 
MINUTES NORTH, 89 DEGREES 47 MINUTES WEST). THE ACFT 
WAS LAST HEARD NEAR THE CENTER OF THIS CIRCLE. 

6. 1 RECOMMEND THAT THIS REQUEST BE EVALUATED BY 
SOMEONE MORE EXPERT IN VARIOUS TYPES OF SAR CAPABILITIES 
THAN ARE AVAIL HERE, AND IF FEASIBLE THAT USAF 
ASSISTANCE BE CALLED IN." 

ANDREWS 
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